FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ‘A’

 Each new Church Year is an invitation to us to relive the History of our Salvation.  The season of Advent leads us to the celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  But Advent is too important to spend only preparing ourselves for Christmas.  Advent gives us much important background to the meaning of our daily lives all year long.

Today the Old Testament prophet Isaiah offers a vision of universal peace and an invitation to participate in that peace by living faithful to God’s Word.  Jesus in the Gospel reading speaks about the coming of this age of peace, and the need we have to live always prepared to enter it.  It is for certain that the Lord will come; what is uncertain is when the Lord will come.  Our job is simply to always live prepared for the day of the Lord’s coming.

In today’s Second Reading Saint Paul is especially helpful, as he tells his people that they are living in a decisive moment, the period of transition from sin to the long-awaited age of fulfillment.  The age of fulfillment has already dawned for us with the life, death, resurrection and return of Jesus in His risen Spirit.  But it has not yet been brought to fulfillment in our lives.  We already live in the eternal Kingdom of God, but there is more to come. And when that comes has much to do with how we live what Jesus has already given to us.

The time before the Kingdom is finished and the time OF the kingdom has begun – the Kingdom has entered human history.  It is fully present in the form of a seed, and therefore its final coming is already guaranteed.

In the cycle of nature, we have recently again seen what comes from a seed that is planted, cared for, has experienced God’s plan for its life and death, and has produced the bounty of its harvest, which we now enjoy.  As a seed, it already had the potential that has now been achieved.

The rolls served at breakfast on the First Sunday of each month at Saint Mary are baked that morning in the parish kitchen.  While they are baking, a pleasant odor fills the church before Mass begins.  While we are still in church, we can already smell the rolls we have not yet eaten.

So it is with the Kingdom of God.  We can already smell the presence of God’s Kingdom although we have not yet tasted the fullness of God’s Kingdom.  The smell of the rolls is not the actual rolls, but the smell is OF the rolls.  So, too, we already have something of the Kingdom NOW, even though we have not yet tasted the Kingdom.

God lives with us right now in the present age in a totally new way, bringing to fulfillment the promised God made through the prophets.  Jesus said, “My Kingdom is not of this world.”  Jesus’ Kingdom came from God, not from the world.  In and through the presence of Jesus, the Kingdom of God is present in the midst of the world RIGHT NOW, and is within the reach of everyone who wants it.

Wherever in our midst these things happen, God’s Kingdom makes its presence felt:

·        Wherever injured people forgive those who have injured them.

·        Where love and care for one another overcome fear of one another.

·        Wherever the hungry are fed, the thirsty given a cup of water, the naked clothed, the           
homeless housed and prisoners are visited.
·        Wherever there exists a community that seeks to be integrated.

·        Wherever life is enhanced or broken life is restored, wherever we find true joy and 
happiness, wherever people build community … there the Kingdom has taken root.

Recall your celebration of our national holiday of Thanksgiving.  I trust that you lived God’s Kingdom in a variety of ways during these past days.  You have smelled and touched “the Kingdom of God” as having arrived in our midst.

God does not need us so much to bring about the Kingdom as he needs us to notice its presence in our midst.  As Christians, we are called to ‘sniff out’ God’s Kingdom, to sense it and to point it out … celebrate its presence HERE AND NOW.

And our staying close to the Lord as disciples is absolutely essential for remaining in tune with the Kingdom. Without celebrating the presence of the Kingdom in the liturgy … worship, prayer, and songs … it is not possible to stay in touch with the reality of the Kingdom.

The world in which we live gives more witness to the presence of the anti-Kingdom than to the Kingdom already present.  I am constantly being made aware of more and more activities that compete with the one hour we schedule to give to the Lord each week to celebrate and receive His divine presence with us in Word and Eucharist at Mass.  In recent years, A.A.U.  sports has come about, and takes entire families miles away from their parish community on Sunday mornings.  A lady recently told how she had to search the Internet to find an early Sunday morning Mass that would enable her to also be present at a mid-Sunday-morning dance rehearsal in which her granddaughter participated.  And 32 other dancers performed before her granddaughter appeared!

I know I am preaching this to the choir … I am only reaching you who are here and not elsewhere today.  But please help others to see what those Sunday diversions are teaching their children about how to live their lives.  You are just one person.  But each of us can effect some change in the small corner of the globe where we find ourselves.

Brothers and Sisters, we do not build the Kingdom; that is God’s task. But God needs people who take the time to notice His actions in the world. We are weak and sinful instruments and, like the apostles, we are anything but ready … at best, we are willing to proclaim and celebrate God’s present actions in our world.  Being willing to proclaim and celebrate God’s presence is all that God needs from us.

Archbishop Oscar Romero, martyred in El Salvador about thirty years ago, expressed this well in a prayer:

It helps now and then to step back and take the long view.

The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,

          It is even beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise of God’s work.

Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.

No prayer fully expresses our faith.

No confession brings perfection.

No pastoral visit brings wholeness.

No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.

No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

 
This is what we are about:

We plant the seeds that one day will grow.

We water the seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further development.

We provide yeast that produces effects, far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do something and do it very well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results, but there is a difference between the master builder and the worker.

          We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs.

          We are prophets of a future not our own.  Amen.

