MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST ‘A’

 I hope that you have been able to make good use of the Eucharist decal you received in the bulletins on Pentecost Sunday.  My original plan was to make them available to you today, as we celebrate the feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  But I was not supposed to be here this weekend.  My home parish of Saint Pius, Cherry Mound is being closed, and a final Mass with Archbishop Hanus and dinner to follow had been scheduled for this Sunday, and I was invited to participate.

Then about 2 weeks ago, I received word that the parish members had decided that it was not something they wanted to celebrate, so the Mass and dinner were canceled.  I was sorry to learn this, but I can understand their feelings.  And I’m certain that those of you, who once belonged to Saint Francis, Dumont, and Saint Paul, Geneva, can understand, as well.  I hope that someday they will want to gather for some type of closure.

As we celebrate today the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, I hope that they serve to help you express and celebrate your faith in Jesus’ Real Presence always with us.  We have a few extras if you would like one for a second vehicle, and we can probably order more, if needed.

Our celebration of the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ has everything to do with us.  We are invited to become the Body of Christ.  In our Catholic faith, we are fortunate to have been given visible and tangible objects to inspire and instruct us … objects such as images of the Ten Commandments and the Saints, crucifixes, rosaries, blessed medals, this Eucharist decal, etc.

The Body and Blood of Christ is not in the category of objects for devotion.  Jesus gives us his body and blood in the Eucharist as he promised, and we are to become what we eat and drink.  Eternal life comes from feeding on Jesus, not simply from believing in him.  Jesus abides in us and we abide in him; he does not merely visit us when we receive his Body and Blood, and we do not visit him only when we come to church.

It will come as no surprise to you that I see today’s celebration very much connected to Stewardship, because I always look for an opportunity to refer to Stewardship.  It came to me as I did some background reading, and again in some of the talks which we received this week at our Priests’ Convocation on the Theology of Marriage, talks which were delivered by a wife and mother who teaches Theology at Saint Louis University.

You recall in today’s first reading that Moses was reminding the Israelite people of how God had delivered them from 40 years of slavery in Egypt, and cared for their needs during the time of their journey in the desert: “Remember how for forty years now the Lord, your god, has directed all your journeying in the desert, so as to test you by affliction and find out whether or not it was your intention to keep his commandments.  He therefore let you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, a food unknown to you and your fathers, in order to show you that not by bread alone does one live, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of the Lord.”

The manna that God provided was of sufficient quantity to satisfy their hunger each day.  It was to be consumed on a daily basis; there could be no hoarding for tomorrow, because it would spoil.  No one could benefit from taking more than necessary and thus deprive others of what they needed to eat.  God satisfied the hunger of each one, each day.

Saint Paul in the Second Reading is having trouble with the Corinthian community, and has to remind them of the true meaning of the cup of blessing and the bread that they break together – they are participating in the body and Blood of Christ.  The problem with the Church in Corinth was not the way that they celebrated Eucharist, but that it was a scandalous community: the rich did not share with the poor and the strong did not reach out to the weak.  Saint Paul encouraged the Corinthian Church to not just receive the Body of Christ, but to become the Body of Christ.

In her presentation on marriage and family life, the lady theologian pointed out that family discussions about how to spend time and money in ordinary life are the most important moral choices they can make, because with these choices they can impact the world around them.  When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we ask God for our daily manna, our daily bread.  We are to be stewards of all that we are given, of our time, our talent, and our treasure.  And only by being intentional – discussing and intending to use our time, talent, and money as we decide, can couples and families accomplish this … live as the Body of Christ they have become and want to be for others, enjoying the daily bread that the Lord gives to us, not hoarding and thus depriving others.

I find it timely to connect this teaching with our life as a parish community today, not only because we celebrate being the body and Blood of Christ, but also because this week we will conclude one fiscal year of parish operation and begin another.  The 2010-2011 budget will be set aside this week and the 2011-2012 budget will become our new guide.  The State of Iowa and the nation may have to close down, but we are ready to continue on!

For the past six years I have been preaching Stewardship – living our lives according to an attitude of gratitude. And a Cluster Stewardship Committee has been formed and is active in promoting the attitude of Stewardship with regard to the ways we use our Time, Talent, and Treasure.  I believe that we are growing as stewards of the gift of life that we have received from God, and growing as parish communities living the model of Stewardship.

Thanks to the gifts of time, talent, and treasure of so many of you, we have even been able to do capital improvements without capital campaigns or other special appeals.  At Saint Patrick, we have been able to move the cross to the front lawn and repair the roof leak, re-position the rose window into the sanctuary, remodel the kitchen, and install a new heating and air conditioning system.  At Saint Mary, we have added a room to our social hall, built handicapped-accessible restrooms, and install new church carpet and re-cover the pew and kneeler cushions.  We would never discourage or refuse any bequests or special donations, but our stewardship has enabled us to accomplish much as a community working together, sharing our gifts and blessings.

Our new budgets seem conservative but realistic.  Saint Patrick’s new budget is lower than last year because income was 7% less than anticipated.  And every day we are getting less bang for each buck, so we will each need to sacrifice more of our treasure – give more money to our parish in the coming year, in order to meet the parish budget.

I hesitate to share this story because some may consider it offensive and inappropriate for church.  But I think it is so clear and funny that I cannot resist.  We have a Vietnamese priest, Father Dustin Vu.  English is his second language just as Spanish is mine, so he can miss some double meanings in English just like I miss double meanings in Spanish.  He was encouraging his parishioners to increase their weekly contributions and using himself as an example.  He said, “I already “upped” mine; so “up yours”!

In John’s Gospel, Jesus told the people something new about the food that God gave them.  As wonderful and heavenly as the daily manna in the desert was, Jesus was the new daily manna, daily bread, God’s final food.  When they received his body and Blood, they shared God’s own life.

And so, brothers and sisters, eternal life is not just something we hope to enjoy in the future.  All who share in this meal already possess eternal life!

