EPIPHANY OF THE LORD ‘A’

 After Masses and a Baptism last Sunday, I left to visit my friend Tom, a priest classmate in Wisconsin.  He is now retired and living in the rectory of a country parish that no longer has a resident pastor.  The parish is Saint Joseph of Arkansaw, with a “W”.  To get there, you cross the Mississippi at Wabasha and continue to Durand and then about five more miles.
I relied on my GPS to guide me, a Christmas gift I received last year from my family.  But then something happened and I was off course.  When the GPS lady insisted that I continue straight onto a gravel road that had not yet been plowed, I called Tom on my other new toy, the cell phone.  He directed me to his home.
On Monday, we visited some friends near Eau Claire and took along the GPS.  This time, it brought us safely home.  I can only conclude that I had the radio volume too high, and missed one of the GPS indications.
Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany by recalling the bible story of the Three Magi who had come from far away foreign lands following a star in the sky, their GPS, believing that it would lead them to the promised savior, the newborn King of the Jews.  The star took them to Jerusalem, where they inquired of the authorities there and caused a bit of a stir.  King Herod consulted the chief priests and scribes and learned that it had been prophesized that Bethlehem was to be the birthplace of the ruler of Judah who would shepherd the people of Israel.
So Herod sent the Magi to Bethlehem.  “And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.”
Unlike my GPS, the star guided the Magi all the way to Jesus.  Of course, unlike Jesus, my friend Tom is no savior!
This story is from the Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  The story we heard at Christmas about the birth of Jesus was from the Gospel according to Saint Luke. Matthew says that the magi were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother.  Matthew does not dwell on the dire situation of the savior’s birth taking place in the most poor and deplorable circumstances.  For Matthew, Jesus was in a house.
It is also interesting to note that Herod and the scribes were surprised by the arrival in Jerusalem of the Magi from the East, inquiring for the newborn King of the Jews.  But they were not so impressed by the news that they would accompany the Magi to Bethlehem.
We later hear that the visit did upset King Herod to the point where he ordered the slaughter of all boy babies in the region, just in case.  As always, power does not welcome competition, even in the form of a newborn child.
The visitors from the East travel a far distance in search of one whom they thought would make a difference in the world.  Like our Jewish ancestors, we may come to know the whole of our Christian faith, but make no movement.  The power that forever altered heaven and earth leaves many of us unmoved.
The People of God missed out on recognizing Jesus because they were locked in their fears.  The result of their fears is death – death to the innocent children; and death on the cross to the innocent Jesus.
Epiphany is a Greek word that means “a manifestation, a showing, a revelation.”  The Magi story in today’s Gospel reminds us of an ongoing reality.  Our God is a God of Epiphanies – manifestations, sharings, revealing his presence to us.
We sometimes experience epiphanies.  Something catches our attention; we follow it; and it leads us to something wonderful.  It may be a photo or story in a paper or on TV, an idea that occurs to us, a person who impresses us. Our following it may take us several feet, several days or weeks, or several years.  At the end, we experience wonder, joy, a precious gift in the person, place, career, recovery of health, etc.
We see that, for the Magi, the star did not do all of the work.  They needed the help of other people, the chief priests and scribes, who turned to the Word of God in Scripture, words that continue to guide us to Christ.
God acts in the world not only in the beginning with creation, but in all of the 13.7 billion years of our unfolding thus far.  God comes to us from the future; God’s love within us beckons us to become all that we can be.  So often, throughout history, the leaders of government and religious establishments have dwelt upon the past more than taking interest in the future.
The Epiphany story becomes famous because the strangers to the Jewish country and to the Jewish faith take such a big risk in following the star.  The Magi are model believers and seekers of the truth.  They follow in the footsteps of Abraham and Sarah, to whom God first revealed Himself.  The Magi find Jesus by using their talents, and the science available to them.
Brothers and Sisters, in spite of our fears of other people whose skin color, speech, politics, culture,  or religious believes are different from our won, today’s feast proclaims the Good News that we are all co-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers of the promise of salvation and eternal life.  We are not only to let the light of Christ shine forth in us, but also to welcome that light as it shines in various hues and intensities from others – ALL others.
The great spiritual writer Meister Eckhart once said, “The birth of Christ is always happening.  But what good is it if it is not happening in me?  How can it help me?”  Epiphany, too, is always happening – God is at work manifesting God’s self through Christ, and through those of us who believe in Christ.  But what good is it if we do not proclaim God’s presence in Christ?  Christ shows us the way, and calls us to be the GPS for the world.
Today, let us behold the Body of Christ – in the Bread and Wine of the Eucharist.  Let us behold the Body of Christ in the community gathered here.  Then let us go forth and proclaim Christ at work in the world!
 
 
