NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ‘C’

 God’s Word to us today describes the necessity of putting our religion into action, for our own good and the good of all others.  Many people today are proud and happy to tell me that they are Catholic, but they do not like for me to ask them what being a Catholic means to them.  Catholicism is their religion, but being Catholic is often not considered to have to do with how they live each day of their lives.  Catholic religion is not always Catholic faith in action.

Franciscan Father Richard Rohr, who is a prolific writer, preacher, and director of an Institute of Spirituality uses America’s favorite pastime to describe what he often encounters in the human activity of believing.  He says: “Faith is so rare, and religion is so common because no one wants to live between first base and second base.  Faith is the in-between space where you are not sure you’ll make it to second base.  You have let go of one thing and have not yet latched onto another.  Most of us choose the security of first base.” 

The Book of Wisdom today recalls the first Passover celebrated by Moses and the Hebrew tribes, one year after they left first base in Egypt.  They talk about their faith in God, which enabled them to make the great escape from Pharaoh and seek the Promised Land.  This leap of faith caused them to become witnesses to the world that God cares, God sees, God loves, God liberates, God protects.

The author of Hebrews in today’s Second Reading describes the faith of Abraham and Sarah.  Their faith in God led them to leave the security of first base and go to a foreign land with foreign people.  They were given their child Isaac in old age, and then Abraham believed that he must sacrifice Isaac to God.  They did not see or understand where life was leading them, yet they trusted in God, who sees and knows all.  They kept going forward even when they yearned to return to the security of first base.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples to have faith; to not be afraid because Our Father is pleased to give us the Kingdom.  We must not put faith in the passing security of material possessions.  The God who was with us on first base will also be ready to meet us on second and accompany us around the field of life to home with God in everlasting security and joy.

Today Jesus also urges us to be vigilant, always looking for chances to run around the other bases to home … watch for all of those opportunities for service that prepare us to enjoy life with Jesus when He comes, because service is the way of life of Jesus.

Religion, knowing WHO Jesus is, only goes halfway.  Living out the reality of the Christian life is the other half, which gets us to second base, third base, and home with God in everlasting security and joy.

Our Catholic religion should lead us to an active Christian faith.  Our Christian life should be marked by five characteristics: that we willingly share with those in need; that we act justly; that we stay alert to the presence of God in the world; that we guard against those people or things that can rob us of our faith; and that we not abuse others, but live in peace.

If we live in this way, we need not worry about the time or the manner of the Second Coming of Christ.  We will always be ready, because we are focusing upon the essentials.

 

In the bulletin last week, I wrote about the Church, the Body of Christ alive in the world ever since Jesus rose and returned to the Father and sent us His Spirit … how we as Church have organized ourselves as we have become worldwide, so that we could remain true to Jesus and His teachings, and proclaim Him to others.  Where the rubber hits the road for every Catholic is right here, one’s parish community of faith.  We gather each week to hear God’s Word and to participate in Christ’s presence in the Eucharist that he left for us on the night before he died.  And as a parish we have internal organizations to form us, unite us, encourage us, and enable us to serve the world, both as individual Catholics and as believers united together, putting our faith into action.

The new Parish Pastoral Plan we have been given by our Archdiocese is similar to what we have followed for years.  Six Parish committees: Liturgy; Parish Life; Social Justice; Faith Formation; Stewardship; and Finance.  Many of these activities we do very well, and there are many that we could do much better.  Today Jesus uses a parable about a master and servants, and expects everyone to always be active and responsible.  As pastor, I need to be a responsible master.  And each year you elect persons from among you to serve terms as your masters, as well.  The current masters are pictured with me on the Parish Pastoral Council composite that hangs on the wall.

Fulfilling our responsibility to God within the Church structure of parish involves trusting that everyone else in the parish is likewise willing to serve.  That is precisely what could be much better.  Everyone seems to expect to have the goals and objectives of the Liturgy, Parish Life, Social Justice, Faith Formation, Stewardship and Finance committees organized and carried out.  But not everyone is willing to say ‘yes’ when asked to serve on a committee to accomplish one or more of the goals and objectives.  This is what, as a parish, we need to do better; for our own good and for the greater honor and glory of God.  “Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.”

Many of you have suffered the closing of your parish, St. Francis in Dumont or St. Paul in Geneva.  Throughout the Archdiocese parishes have been closed in recent years because of size and the reduced number of pastors.  My home parish is one of a few more that eventually will close, for reason of size.  And the closing of more parishes will continue to happen as long as the number of pastors continues to decrease.  The criterion for future parish closings will no longer be size, but rather the degree of faith life of the Catholic people of the parish … the extent to which Liturgy, Parish Life, Social Justice, Faith Formation, Stewardship, and Finance are being actively lived, put into practice.

As masters of the parish during our periods of appointment and election, we of the Pastoral Council need to be responsible in doing all that we can to lead – invite, urge, beg, welcome all to actively participate, say ‘yes’, attend to the values that do not wear out.  “For wherever your treasure it, there also will your heart be.”

The rest is up to all in our faith community to ‘gird your loins and light your lamps’ … serve on one of the committees, offer constructive input, and cooperate with the present leaders.  We need to all work together, take steps of faith that will keep us moving from base to base, that the Kingdom of God will be more fully realized during our lifetime.  “Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.”

