22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ‘C’

(Brief homily in English for monthly bilingual Mass)

 God’s Word today calls us to consider humility and seek to be humble.  Humility is a word that is easily misunderstood.  We can quickly think that a humble person is one who is timid, shy, easy to overpower or take advantage of.  But someone who is constantly apologizing for every word and deed, even for breathing air that could be ours to enjoy is not a humble person, just compulsive.  Nor is the person who constantly puts self down a humble person.  That person is usually seeking to control.

Msgr. Barta taught Psychology when I was in college.  I have always remembered his words on humility: “If you are the smartest in your class, the best athlete, the strongest one; accept and admit it.  Humility is acceptance of self.  Then put your gifts at the service of others; that is all they are good for, and why you have been given them.”

Humble and honest acceptance of self enables us to serve others and accept the qualities of others that enable them to serve us.  Together we enjoy serving, which is what Jesus taught is the mark of a child of God.

Even as an invited guest of the Pharisees, Jesus did not miss a chance to correct them, teaching them to be humble.  And he pushes it to the extreme in today’s Gospel. The Pharisees may have been willing to give alms to the poor or even volunteer some of their time helping to provide meals for them at a downtown shelter.  Jesus tells them to invite the poor into their homes, set them at their tables and eat with them … share life with them.

Jesus himself did this most profoundly at the Last Supper, where he arranged a meal and even washed the feet of those he knew would later deny him.  

And that example is precisely what we are seeking to follow with our bilingual Masses.  We are facing the obstacles of language and culture, reaching out beyond them to seek to know, enjoy, and love one another as brothers and sisters in the Lord.

We have more in common than we have barriers that separate us.  God blesses us each with talents, time, and gifts to share, and we each need what others have to offer.

When we gather here at Eucharist, we celebrate an outward sign of the inward union we all have with Christ and with one another.  Breaking bread together is more than a sacramental action.  It should be our way of life. 

