FEAST OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY “C”

For the most part, the feasts and the Sundays in Ordinary Time that we celebrate have Scripture readings that make some connection.  It is not that easy today, the feast of the Most Holy Trinity.  The Trinity does not appear in the Old Testament at all.  The emphasis in the Old Testament is on the one God.  But there are hints that God is in a relationship!

The First Reading from the Old Testament Book of Proverbs has a feminine voice saying that she was with the creator since before creation, and accompanied the Lord as he created fountains, springs, mountains, hills, heavens, seas, etc.  We are given an image of a loving creator who had someone to love from the beginning: “and I was his delight day by day, playing before him all the while, playing on the surface of his earth; and I found delight in the human race.”

One writer says that: “the key to understanding the language of Scripture is to remember that the authors of the Bible are not using categories of the “head” so much as of the “heart”.  The passages we heard read today are written to reflect an experience more than to weigh a doctrine.  We must remember that the author of the book of Proverbs believed in and enjoyed the one God only as Creator.  God the Son and God the Holy Spirit had not yet come into the picture.  The Trinity was not yet an issue of faith.”

And besides, the author was imagining creation as it was thought about at that time – this earth, sea, and sky that surround us.

Today, we realize that creation is really much more than what we can see and experience.  The Hubble telescope has vastly expanded our knowledge of the known universe.  Our solar system belongs to the Milky Way galaxy, which contains an estimated 250 billion stars.  There are more than 170 billion galaxies in the observable universe.  For centuries, God’s creation was considered to have been the sun and six planets.  And at first it was believed that we were the center of the universe; that the sun and the five other planets circled the earth, rather than all planets circling the sun.

For us, God as Creator is correspondingly larger.  And in the billions of billions of solar systems, there likely are other planets with intelligent beings, each of whom has produced his or her own history.

But all of the new scientific discoveries do not change our belief in a God intervening in history in the person of Jesus Christ, and returning in Spirit to be with us always, until the end of time.  Two weeks ago, when we were celebrating the Ascension of Our Lord, I mentioned that Ascension was a good moment for appreciating God manifesting God’s self to us as our Creator, Redeemer, and Guide.  Today we celebrate in a special way this mystery of our faith.

 

None of us spends much time talking about the Trinity or trying to figure out this mystery.  Trinity would not regularly be a topic where people gather for coffee or for happy hour.  Yet we profess the Trinity often in our prayers, in the creed at Mass, and each time we make the Sign of the Cross.  We also take for granted our breathing and the beating of our heart, yet we know and treasure their importance for our human life.

Saint Paul speaks today about how the life of the Trinity leads to peace for people in all situations.  Christ showed his love for us by dying for us even though we would continue to sin.  So there is something about our very being that God loves greatly!

This love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  So we have good reason to always have hope, because everything in life is a means to good.

Paul says that affliction leads to endurance, endurance to proven character, and proven character to hope.  All situations lead to a proven character because God has enabled us through the Spirit to live a Godly life … a life of hope.

As I was reading Saint Paul’s letter about having hope, I was recalling many sufferings that have come to my attention in recent days:  Deanna Latham died at age 34; Ray Baltes is enduring a long and slow recovery; Tanner Van Dyke had a serious hand injury; Pat Angstman had heart surgery; a lady in our parish lost a cousin to suicide; one of my nephews had foot surgery and another has a growth in the colon; a man was recently diagnosed with cancer; a neighbor lady back home, who will be 90 in August, fractured a hip and elbow in a fall; a woman’s son has lost his residency and been deported because a mental illness disposed him to react to a racial slur against him; the best friends of my brother and sister-in-law were murdered last week in their home in Wisconsin. 

These are all terrible sufferings.  None of them directly afflicts me except as pastor, friend, or relative to those who are hurting.  I want to at least be a support for them, a sign of hope in their dark times.  I cannot take away their pain; but I can pray, contact them, listen to them, encourage them; that they may endure their affliction and have reason to hope that their peace might soon be restored, knowing that, in spite of present suffering, they have divine life.  We say it is the least we can do; but it is much more than that.

Because of the Trinity we are forever changed.  Our relationship with God is forever different.  I am no longer a mere creature.  God is not simply the Unmoved Mover or the Intelligent Designer.  God is parent, and I am beloved child.  God is Brother, and I am beloved sister or brother.  God is Spirit, and I am alive with the very breath of God.

