FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER ‘C’

 

For us Christians, the “Good News” is the life, death, resurrection, ascension, and return of Jesus at Pentecost, because we believe that this is how our God fulfilled the promise to save us and invite us into eternal life.  Our lives know many joys and pleasures amid the struggles and sorrows, but they all pale in comparison to this Good News of God’s love for us in wanting us to enjoy the life of God for all eternity.

There are always those people and companies who would lead us to believe that there is nothing better in life than what they have to offer to us, so that they can enjoy some of our money.  Some years ago, Lysol came out with a toilet brush with disinfectant already in the handle.  One testimony in their advertisements was a person shouting, “It changed my life!”  Now, maybe a bypass surgery, an organ transplant, a recovery from a stroke or cancer would change one’s attitude toward life.  But a toilet brush???

And that reminds me of an incident when I served in Charles City.  The 1968 tornado had taken the parish church, and the new church and rectory were completed in 1972.  One minor flaw in the construction was the toilet in my bathroom.  One day, the plumbing contractor brought the representative from the Kohler of Kohler factory.  After inspecting my bathroom, the factory rep came over to my desk, leaned down, looked me in the eyes and said, “Father, I’m going to see that you get a new toilet.  I would not have that one in my home, and you don’t have to have it in yours.”

My reaction was “Wow!!”  If he can get that serious about his product, I should be really excited about the Good News that I have to offer!

We are again celebrating the First Eucharist of some of our younger brothers and sisters; this weekend at Saint Patrick.  In last Sunday’s Gospel reading from Saint John, Jesus spoke of his love for us as like that of a shepherd for his sheep: He knows each one of us and will lay down his life for us, that we might be saved.

Today’s Gospel reading describes our response to Jesus’ love as that of being true friends with Him and with one another.  Jesus calls us to be a community of friends, of equals.

The reading begins: “When Judas had left them …”.  So we know they are gathered at the Last Supper.  Judas has gone off to betray Jesus; Peter has yet to deny Jesus.  In this moment, when the powers of darkness seemed most overwhelming, Jesus begins to speak of glory and love:  He loves us; we are to love Him and one another.

Perhaps others see themselves as our enemies and see us as their enemies, but we are not required to share their perception.  We are the community of love.  Our God is a God of love and we are the Community of Love.

Jesus is reminding his disciples that the love exhibited within the Christian community is an external sign of its’ credibility to the world. At this particular moment, during their last meal together, Jesus instituted the Eucharist.  It is as if, for him, love was just as real a memorial of Christ as is the Eucharist.

Today, we again welcome young brothers and sisters to begin a new experience of living the love that is God … join us at the Eucharist, the Table of the Lord, to meet Jesus in this special sacrament and know His love.  Jesus is now to be found in the community that gathers in His name.

The Good News is not about a new toilet or even a toilet brush; the meaning of life is to be found in the giving and receiving of love.  Our love of one another takes on a sacramental character; it is to be as real a memorial of Christ as is the Eucharist.

We occasionally hear of someone who has been away from the Church for a long time, attends the funeral Mass of a loved one, and is drawn back by observing people go forward to receive Holy Communion, realizing that, at that moment, they are receiving God into their lives.

As long as Christian love is in the world, the world is still encountering Jesus.  Jesus loved big and bold.  Each of us has to discover the best way to express our love.  Ophra Winfrey says, ‘Love is in the details … a kind word, a smile, a helping hand, a letter, listening to someone who is lonely, being patient with the impatient, showing interest in what is important to another.

Brothers and sisters: in the end, it is God who makes all things new, as God made the Good News.  As we receive the life and love of Jesus in the sacrament of the Eucharist and give this love to others, we are but sparks of God’s creation who seek to live in harmony with the Spirit set free by Jesus, who is Lord.  We have received the Good News, and we live it, as we love one another.

 
 
