SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ‘C’

I doubt that we often think about the importance of signs, but we depend upon signs to get us almost everywhere in life, and get us through life.  A stop sign does not stop our car, but it indicates that WE should stop our car, for our own well-being and that of others.  If we do not yet live by a global positioning system, we look for street signs and then the sign of the business or building we seek, and then hope that the department or office or restroom inside will be clearly marked for us.

We look for signs from other persons that will indicate to us the effect of our interactions.  We seek signs of our own behavior and signs from our body that may indicate sickness or health.

Saint John concludes today’s Gospel reading with the words, “Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana of Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him.”  John’s Gospel contains seven significant miracles, which are referred to as signs.  Each points to a deeper understanding of Jesus and His ministry:

Today’s sign – water becoming wine at the Wedding Feast at Cana points to Jesus’ creative and transforming work.

The cure of the royal official’s son showed the power of Jesus’ life-giving word.

Cure of the paralytic – water offers newness of life.

4 & 5: the multiplication of the loaves, and the walking on water – Jesus as the New Exodus, recalling the Israelites’ crossing of the Red Sea and the manna that fed them in the desert.

See #4

The cure of the young man born blind showed Jesus as light triumphing over darkness.

The raising of Lazarus was a sign of the real life that Jesus will give to all who believe in his resurrection.

The evangelist or Gospel writer Saint John was writing for Jewish Christians who, at that time, were being expelled from synagogues for believing in the New Way that Jesus proclaimed by his life, death, and resurrection.  John told his Gospel story of Good News to move his listeners to make a decision:

decide between light and darkness

decide between death and life

decide between the old ways and God’s New Way.

John was challenging these persecuted new believers to change from being timid disciples to courageous followers of the Messiah.

That Jesus’ first miracle is in the context of a Jewish wedding celebration has underlying significance, as well.  Jesus’ hour had not yet come; Jesus’ hour would be when he suffered the passion and cruel death, and then rose to save all of us.  Until then, his ministry is under the control of His Father.

He is with his mother as guests at a wedding feast.  Long before the party was to end, they ran out of wine.  The rabbis would often say, “Without wine, there is no joy!”  When Mary went to Jesus and told him, “They have no more wine”, she was really saying, “They have no more joy.”  John’s telling of the story to the new believers some sixty years after Jesus’ resurrection brought back the joy the persecuted people had been drained of because they were caught in a bind between loyalty to their old ways and loyalty to the new ways of God that Jesus had come to bring to them.

During His public ministry, Jesus occasionally offered a sign of His divinity and special mission.  We call these signs miracles, because they truly were “out of this world”.  But it was within Jesus’ power to perform them, and on occasion he did so in order to offer to the people a deeper understanding of Himself and His ministry.

We have been given the Risen Life of Jesus in our Baptism. As we seek to live His presence today and bring His Good News to others, we, too have the need for signs.  We are blessed with signs from others that Jesus lives in them and loves us through their goodness toward us.  Others, as well, have the need to discover God’s love through the signs of love that we perform.  

Together, we believe that Jesus is truly living here with and within us.  Through His Church, we are privileged to receive, live, and celebrate His presence in the seven Sacraments, in which Jesus comes into our lives in the key moments of our needs and commitments.

I want to conclude with this quotation from a Jesuit priest, Father Richard Leonard:


So for us, the wedding feast at Cana is a sign of the fullness of life we celebrate every Sunday.  The Eucharist is always and everywhere a first course in the eternal banquet of heaven.  But it is also an invitation to see beyond the signs, to the faithful relationships that require sacrificial love and years of fidelity.


All parents who sacrifice so much for their children, all spouses who remain faithful and good to their wife or husband, all friends who attend to their companions with devotion and care share in the kingdom of God and are signs of Christ’s presence in our world.  Every time we are kind, Cana occurs again!

