The Scriptures for this weekend are the commentaries I have read related to them not only proclaim the wonder of our salvation through the death and resurrection of Jesus, but also encourage us to live it … be people of the resurrection, get to work on living the Gospel, a gospel of faith, hope, charity, justice, and fair play.  The resurrection of Jesus has delivered us from fear and selfishness to light and freedom.  We are called to die to ourselves in order that we might truly live … now and forever.

In line with this, “The Witness” newspaper in its Easter Sunday edition carried a story about Archbishop Tim Dolan’s first pastoral letter to the people of the Archdiocese of New York.  Archbishop Dolan is a Saint Louis boy and was auxiliary bishop there and then Archbishop of Milwaukee before going to New York.  He issued this letter on St. Patrick’s Day, and the thrust of it is to urge Catholics to make Mass the center of their Sunday because the observance of the Lord’s Day is essential for the church, “the vibrancy of our faith” and the “clarity of our Catholic identity”.

“Do we Catholics think that Sunday is the “climax of living?” he asked.  “Do we look forward to Sunday as a day dedicated to the Lord which gives meaning and purpose to our whole week?”

He continues: “I’m afraid if you were to ask someone today whether he lives for Sunday, he might think that you are asking whether he is a football fan.  Don’t get me wrong.  I grew up in a family where no sooner were we home from Mass on Sunday than my father was putting beer in the cooler and looking forward to the baseball game and a barbeque.  But that was after we got home from Sunday Mass.”

Since Easter, we have been hearing about the excitement experienced by the first disciples upon realizing that Jesus had risen from the dead … the courage it gave them to leave their hiding place in Jerusalem and face their enemies with proclamation of this Good News. Today we hear how the apostles left the Sanhedrin after having been arrested, rejoicing that they had been found worthy to suffer for the sake of the name of Jesus.  Jesus had been rejected and had suffered before he was raised.  The sufferings of the apostles were incentives for greater determination on their part.

And for Saint John in his Gospel reading of today, Jesus’ death, the martyrdom of the early apostles, and the persecution of the early Church are all acts of love.  There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for others.  The resurrection of Jesus has given us courage as it promises eternal life to those who believe and live as though they believe.  And our weekly celebration of the Mass renews and nourishes our courage and keeps us on the track that leads us to follow Jesus.

Saint John writes his Gospel to believers who were born long after Jesus rose from the dead.  As he proclaims Jesus to them, he establishes parallels in the life of Jesus before and after his resurrection.

Jesus fished with the apostles before he died, and they had pretty good luck.  John pictures Jesus helping his fishermen friends again after the resurrection, and again they do well after a night of nothing … 153 large ones of different kinds.  In John’s time, there were 153 known species of fish.  The catch is considered a symbol of the universal mission of the Church … to all people.

Jesus arranged a meal with his apostles before he died, the Last Supper.  And today John shows Jesus fixing a shore breakfast for his friends who had fished all night long.

Peter, the leader of the apostles, denied Jesus three times in order to save his own skin.  John shows Jesus giving Peter another chance … asking him three times if he loved him, forgiving him, and charging him with the care and feeding of his lambs and sheep … FOLLOW ME.

The Resurrection calls us to a life of love and service in imitation of the earthly life of Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary.  Such love and service promises us joy, but we also see that it will not always be easy.  Peter receives a responsibility, but not a role superior to the others.  We, too, are to feed, tend, and love others.  But we are not to lord over them.  The flock belongs to Jesus, not to Peter or to us; Peter and we are shepherds to one another.  

So the love of which Jesus speaks is not a giddy, immature love; it is more a “tough love”.  Jesus always loved, but he was not silly.  The Gospels present Jesus as the center of attention, maybe even the life of the party he was teaching or healing.  But Jesus is no late night show personality; his joy and love are the long-haul kind.  The only way Peter can follow the risen Jesus is to follow his way of love.  And the same goes for us, as well.

In the musical, “Fiddler on the Roof”, Tevye is so taken with his daughter’s wanting to marry for love that he decided to ask his wife if she loves him.  “Do you love me?” he sings.  She answers, “Do I love you?  For 26 years I’ve washed your clothes, made your meals, borne your children.  If that isn’t love, what is?”

Living the Resurrection that we are celebrating during this season is performing the daily tasks that are our responsibility … at work, at home, at school, with faith, hope, charity, justice, and fair play … as one who sees life in the context of eternity: life is life with God, now and forever.  We give of ourselves in love to others; we appreciate and enjoy the love and support we receive from others.  We are not surprised or dismayed if this occasionally causes us to suffer.

And it is at weekend Mass that we celebrate keeping this all together, for Mass is the climax of living for Catholic people.  It gives meaning to and purpose for our whole week.  As the body will die without food, the soul will die without nourishment.  That sustenance comes at Eucharist each weekend, where we recall and rejoice in the risen presence of our Lord.

